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1. Introduction 

Children had learned number since they were in the kindergarden. Conciously or not, they have their 

own way and gesture in learning.Therefore, this report describe how student learned counting number 

in the first grade school of SDN 98 Palembang on July 2009. 

2. Goal 

The observation was done to investigate students’ way or strategy in learning counting number. 

3. Observation Question 

Specifically, the questions of the observation are: 

1. What students’ way or strategy do they use in learning counting number? 

2. What non verbal behavior do they do in learning counting number? 

 

4. Data Description 

The intructional activity which was observed was about counting number and basic competence 

reached was that the student could number many objects which were counted. At the beginning, the 

teacher engaged students to count several kind of objects in the class (e.g. pencil, book). She also 

provided a basket of ball consisting of different color (red, yellow, and green). Then, one of students 

was asked to count the red balls, etc. As a task, teacher gave student worksheet containing some 

mathematical problems which were undertaken by students in a group. 

Problem 

      Instruction: 

      Write down the number of each object! 

 

 

Picture 1 



The following conversation and pictures are when students were working in their group. 

Teacher  : How many sunflower are this? (pointing a group of sunflower) 

Student  : ehm.. (pointing one by one flower) one, two, three,four... four flowers. 

  (write down the symbol of four under the picture in the worksheet). 

   

Picture 2       Picture 3 

 

5. Analysis 

Most of students, when counting the number of objects, used their finger or their pencil or swung their 

body to emphasize the number (picture 2) and some of them could count fastly without using their 

finger (picture 3). This case happens because the ability of student is different each other. Therefore, 

students’ ability can be classified in some categories: not good, good enough, or very good. In solving 

the problem, some students were difficult to determine the number. When they saw their friend 

counting by his or her finger, they tried that, and finally they knew the number. By working together 

in a group, students can interact each other and share with their friend 

6. Conclusion 

 In determining the number of objects, most of students count the object one by one. In counting 

number, students often use their finger, pencil, or part of their body to stress the number of objects. 


